The Kruger National Park is the
icon of South Africa’s National
Parks. This massive National Park
stretches across both the
Mpumalanga and Limpopo
provinces, sharing its eastern
border with Mozambique, while
on its western flank, a plethora of
private game reserves hug an
unfenced boundary referred to as
the ‘Greater Kruger National Park’.

nal Park
’ rroundgad

b



In the far north, the Great Limpopo Transfrontier
Park is taking shape - here Kruger shares an
unfenced border with Zimbabwe's Gonarezhou
National Park and Mozambique's Limpopo
National Park.

Ultimately the Transfrontier Park will cover an
astonishing 35000 square kilometres of pristine
wilderness. Kruger's varied landscapes and
abundant wildlife species is legendary: 336 tree,
49 fish, 34 amphibian, 114 reptile (including about
3000 crocodiles), 507 bird and 147 mammal
species are found in the park. Established in 1898,
the reserve is over a 100 years old, 2 million
hectares (approximately 20 000 square
kilometres) in size and stretches 360 km from north
to south, with an average width of 65 km. Noft
only is the wildlife fascinating, there are also
numerous cultural heritage sites including 300
archaeological sites of Stone Age man, as well as
130 rock art sites of the San Bushmen, with some
paintings believed to date back 1500 years.
Kruger'’s climate is sub-fropical, with the summer
months humid and hot, reaching ftemperatures of
38 degrees Celsius. The rainy season is from
September to May, when the bush is lush and it is
a treat to see the babies of the bush, as the
animals usually give birth during this fime of
plenty — closely followed by increased predator
activity. During the winter months (May - August),
game viewing is easier as the game congregate
at the waterholes and the bush is less dense —
however, the park is considered to be a year
round destination with stfrong sightings throughout
the year.

The road network in the Park is excellent, and if
you are self-driving then you are required at all
times to stay on the marked roads, and adhere
strictly to the 50 km/h speed limit on tarred roads
and 40 km/h on gravel roads. You may also
choose to join one of the open vehicle safaris
that are on offer at an extfra cost from the rest
camps or from the towns that border the Park.
Bear in mind that the gate opening and closing
times are very strictly enforced and large
penalties apply if you do not exit the Park at
closing time.

LOOK OUT FOR...

Africa’s Big Five - lion, leopard, elephant, buffalo
and rhino.

Africa’s Little Five — ant lion, leopard tortoise,
elephant shrew, buffalo weaver and rhino beetle.
Africa’s Birding Big Six — ground hornbill, Kori
bustard, lappet-faced vulture, martial eagle,
Pel's fishing owl and saddle-bill stork.

Africa’s Five Trees - baobab, fever tree, knob
thorn acacia, marula and mopane.

KRUGER PARK OPENING & CLOSING TIMES

Gate Times Jan Feb Mar April  May
June Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov
Dec

Enfrance

Gates Open 5:30 am 5:30 am 5:30

am 6:00 am 6:00 am 6:00 am
6:00 am 6:00 am 6:00 am
5:30 am 5:30 am 5:30 am

Camp

Gates Open

(these are rest camps within the Park) 4:30

am 5:30 am 5:30 am 6:00 am
6:00 6:00 am 6:00 am 6:00

am 6:00 am 5:30 am 4:30 am
4:30 am

All Gates Close 6:30 pm 6:30 pm
6:00 pm 6:00 pm 5:30 pm
5:30 pm 5:30 pm 6:00 pm
6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:30 pm
6:30 pm

e The main rest camps offer fuel/peftrol stations,
restaurants and mini-superettes that will stock the
basics.

e Skukuza and Letaba allow day visitors into the
park use of their swimming pools - a particularly
enjoyable midday stop during the hot summer
months.

e Most rest camps offer day visitor areas with
picnic spots — Kruger maps sold at entry points
into the park, will reveal all day visitor details and
suggested stops.

ON SAFARI — A TYPICAL DAY

While the routine, and animals you are likely to
see, may vary slightly between each lodge and
each game area, a typical day on safari in
Southern Africa follows the rhythm of the African
bush. This means an early start — shortly before
day break (5:00 am in summer and 6:00 in winter),
you will be woken and will meet up with your
ranger for a morning cup of tea or coffee, before
setting off in open vehicles. He will explain to you
the habits of the many different kinds of animals -
either diurnal (preferring to be active in the day),
nocturnal (preferring to be active at night) or
crepuscular (often seen at dusk and dawn). Early
mornings are a good fime to catch most of them,
either heading back to their dens after nocturnal
activities, or starting the morning’'s grazing. You
will usually stop on your game drive for some
coffee and rusks (South African biscuits) before
returning to camp at around 9:30 am for a full
brunch.

You will then have some time at leisure, to either
relax by the pool, catch up on some sleep affer
your early start, or to bird watch from the camp.
Some lodges, depending on the reserve in which
they are located, may be able to offer a guided
bush walk with a ranger. The times in and around
midday are normally quiet on the game front as
the animals wisely choose to shelter from the hot
African sun. You will then meet up again at
around 3:00 pm for high tea, before setting off on
your late afternoon game drive. This takes on
quite a different element from your morning
game drive as the sun setfs, and you seek out
game with powerful spotlights. This is a good
chance to see very elusive nocturnal game such



as bush babies, civets, genets, hyena, honey
badgers and leopards. You will normally find a
good spot as the sun sinks to enjoy sundowners
whilst on your evening game drive. Dinner awaits
you as you return to camp at around 7:00 pm.

PRIVATE CONCESSIONS WITHIN
THE KRUGER NATIONAL PARK

Within Kruger itself, certain private enterprises
have been awarded land concessions to operate
lodges within the borders of the National Park.
These lodges have an exclusive traversing area in
the Park, but must also remain on the road
network at all times. They have the advantage of
being able to operate outside of gate hours,
allowing for extended and private game viewing
hours.

PRIVATE RESERVES THAT FORM
THE GREATER KRUGER
NATIONAL PARK

A vast area of privately owned game farms
border the Kruger National Park on the western
boundary, and as this boundary is unfenced,
allow for the free flow of wildlife across a large
expanse of wilderness. The Sabi Sands reserve
pioneered this model and the private landowners
were the first to bring down their boundary
fences with their neighbouring game farms. Later
they established a relationship with

the Kruger National Park, ultimately succeeding in
creating a 50 km unfenced frontier - and
eventually created the 65 000 ha reserve area
that exists today. Reserve areas which operate in
a similar fashion today include the Manyaleti and
the Timbavati, while reserves such as Garonga,
Thornybush reserve and Kapama are not joined to
the Kruger, but are large enough to sustain viable
and well established game populations in the
same region.

MPUMALANGA & LIMPOPO

The surrounding areas of the Kruger National Park
are exceptionally scenic - indeed the contrast
between the open savannah of the Lowveld
(Lowlands - stretching through the Kruger towards
Mozambique) and the more forested highlands at
the top of the escarpment is remarkable, and
provides breath-taking views. As a popular area
for both South Africans and international visitors
alike, the area is a hub of activity and sights —
remember that the Kruger covers a vast area, so
you will need to choose the activities that are
closest to the game area where you are on safari.

ATTRACTIONS - MPUMALANGA

THE PANORAMA ROUTE

Aptly named for the natural scenic delights that
are incorporated into this established tourism
route. At the heart of The Panorama Route is the
Blyde River Canyon, the 3rd largest canyon in the
world (33 km in length), with densely vegetated
slopes, that drop between 750 — 900 metres to the
canyon floor, within the 25 000 ha Blyde River
Canyon Nature Reserve. The canyon, was carved
over millions of years by the Blyde River (River of
Joy, so named by the Voortrekkers on meeting up
with a missing reconnaissance party to
Mozambique in their push intfo Africa), and offers
a great many panoramic vantage points,
including Wonder View, God's Window, and the
Three Rondawels. The iconic view of the canyon
overlooking the Blyde Dam below is from the
Blyde River Canyon Reserve and is a must see.
Bourke's Luck Potholes are another interesting
feature of the '‘Pano’ Route, where swirling waters
have eroded cylindrical cavities info the bed
rock over thousands of years, creating giant
pools in the water: there is also a small natural
history display here.

Another feature of the ‘Pano’ Route, are the
many beautiful waterfalls that abound in the
area. Some of the more well-known are Lisbon
Falls, Berlin Falls and MacMac Falls. For a bird’s
eye view, and for dramatic low-flying sweeps into
the canyon, book a helicopter flight from the
town of Hazyview (pick ups also available at
game lodges) for an aptly named Canyons and
Cascades experience, which is 2 hours long.

Pilgrim’s Rest, also incorporated into the
Panorama Route, is a charming gold mining town,
seemingly frozen in fime - the entire town has
been declared a national monument. Dating
back to 1873, the town sprung up when alluvial
gold was discovered on a nearby farm, which
caused an influx of gold ‘panners’ to the area
seeking their fortunes. Nowadays, this is a small
town dedicated to a bygone era, with small
shops that offer crafts and curios, and if the
fancy takes you, try your hand at gold panning -
it's a slice of history made fun and interesting.

As you negotiate the ‘Pano’ Route, you may
come across bronze plaques dedicated to a
South Africa legend, Jock of the Bushveld. This
beloved dog is the centrepiece for one of South
Africa’'s classic tales written by Sir Percy
Fitzpatrick in 1907. Fitzpatrick and his
Staffordshire Bullterrier dog worked the supply
route from Delagoa Bay (now Maputo in
Mozambique) to the gold tfowns of Pilgrim’s Rest
and Barberton, and wherever the old route
crosses present day roads, a bronze plaque
stands testament to Jock's obedience and
bravery (he once fought off a lion to save his
master’'s life).

ECHO CAVES - NEAR OHRIGSTAD

Discovered in the 1920's by the farm owner, after
cattle kept mysteriously disappearing... his
investigations led to an incredible find of a vast
labyrinth of caves and tunnels, that is now a



national monument. The caves extend for some
40 km, with one of the caverns at a soaring
height of 60 m! Guided tours take in a mere 2 km
of the tunnels, which showcase the crystal
limestone formations of stalagmites and
stalactites.

ELEPHANT WHISPERS - HAZYVIEW

Located on the banks of the Sabie River near
Hippo Hollow Lodge, Elephant Whispers rescued
six elephants from culling operations in reserve
areas. Now habituated, they are used to educate
visitors and offer a variety of experiences with the
elephants, including an hour interaction,
elephant back rides, morning brush downs and
evening seftling down routines.

SHANGAAN RIVER CLUB - HAZYVIEW

There are many cultures and languages
throughout South Africa, and Mpumalanga is the
land of the Shangaan. At the Shangaan River
Club you will be treated to a show of cultural
song and dance, and an evening feast of
fraditional Shangaan dishes, with a few South
African favourites added to the pot! All the
dancers are Aids orphans and proceeds from the
evening go towards their education.

FUN AND ADVENTURE - HAZYVIEW

Hazyview has blossomed intfo the adventure
capital of South Africa and adventure orientated
companies in this area offer hot air ballooning,
white water rafting, kaya-king or tubing (also
known as geckoing), mountain bike trails, quad
bike trails and horseback frails. One can also rap
jump or abseil down a rock face, and the unique
Forest Skyway Trails will have you swinging from
tfree-top to tree-top, enjoying an indigenous
forest at a height and speed that will take your
breath away. All adventure activities can be
booked at the Info Store at Perry’s Bridge Trading
Post in Hazyview.

PERRY'S BRIDGE TRADING POST - HAZYVIEW

With wide verandahs, great coffee and a
selection of deli and restaurant food, this is a
good spot for some local shopping atf the large
curio store, to book local excursions or to pick up
some ‘padkos’ (a typical South Africa word for —
road food — when you need something fasty on
your travels).

CASTERBRIDGE LIFESTYLE CENTRE — WHITE RIVER
Just outside White River, this farm style collection
of boutiques, shops, restaurants, art galleries and
artisans has grown over the years and now spills
over onto two sides of the

R40 road. Highly recommended for lunch or
dinner, it houses the likes of chocolatiers, knife
makers, candle makers, glass blowers and
potters, as well as a vintage car museum and live
theatre and cinema. It is well situated en route to
the Kruger Mpumalanga International Airport (10
minutes).

LOWVELD NATIONAL BOTANICAL GARDEN -
NELSPRUIT (MBOMBELA)

The gardens are cut by the Nels and Crocodile
Rivers, forming impressive Falls, easily viewed
from within the gardens. Highlights include the
African Rain Forest, as well as a large collection
of fig trees, baobab specimens and rare cycads.

THE JANE GOODALL INSTITUTE, CHIMPANZEE EDEN -
12 KMS SOUTH OF NELSPRUIT/MBOMBELA ON THE
R40

The Chimp Eden was established to provide a
sanctuary for orphaned chimps or chimps in
distress, and as a financial tourism concern to
fund further studies and support for these
primates. It's a great opportunity to view
chimpanzees up close in a semi-wild environment
with relaxed and informative tours.

DULLSTROOM BIRD OF PREY & REHABILITATION
CENTRE - DULLSTROOM

The centre is a suggested stop if one is fravelling
via Dullstroom to/from Johannesburg and the
Lowveld. The centre was established in 1997 not
only to assist injured or sick birds of prey, but also
to assist wild raptor populations with captive
breeding, with the ultimate goal of re-introducing
all of the birds into the wild. There are twice daily
raptor flight displays (10:30 am and 2:30 pm).

ATTRACTIONS - LIMPOPO PROVINCE

MODJADIJI CYCAD RESERVE - MODJADIJISKLOOF
(DUIWELSKLOOF) NEAR MAGOEBASKLOOF AND
TZANEEN

An evocative area, with mountains and rainforest
over-looking the Tzaneen Dam, the cycad reserve
is an incredible 530 ha space, boasting the oldest
and largest cycad specimens on earth. Once the
main diet of the prehistoric mammal-like reptiles
that lived here, the Modjadji cycad is unchanged
since those times, and gives the area a pre-
historic and mysterious air. Home to the Rain
Queen, immortalized in Rider Haggard’s King
Solomon's Mines, the village near here holds
legendary status in Africa as for centuries the
Rain Queen - a line of matriarchal monarchs —
was believed to control the rain and rivers. As the
official guardian over the cycad forest, a visit to
the royal palace and village is highly
recommended, although some areas are not
open to the public, or to women only, being a
matriarchal society

KHAMAI REPTILE PARK - NEAR HOEDSPRUIT
Established 16 years ago, the park has become a
world leader in research, relocation and re-
introduction of endangered reptiles back into
their natural environments. One can either do a
self-guided tour or book a guided four in
advance with the curator, and you will be
allowed to touch and interact with certain of the
parks inhabitants. The park does not breed
reptiles for sale, only for the purposes of re-



infroduction of endangered species info the wild
(including arachnids and amphibians).

MOHOLOHOLO ANIMAL REHABILITATION CENTRE -
NEAR HOEDSPRUIT

The centre cares for injured, abandoned or
poisoned wildlife, with the aim to always refurn
the animals to their natural environment and is
also an important breeding centre. Leopard,
caracal, serval, cheetah, vultures and eagles are
often found in the rehabilitation centre. Tours
offered are enlightening, and one gets the
opportunity to view species up close that one
might not normally see in the wild. Another
added draw card is that your donations and enftry
fees are ploughed back into the centre and into
conservation. (Tours not normally conducted on
Sundays).

DAY TOURS

HAZYVIEW

All tours pick up and drop off from the greater
Hazyview area, but picks ups are possible from
most Mpumalanga areas if fours are done on a
private basis.

PANORAMA TOUR

Full Day — Departs 2:00 am

A tour of the scenic wonder of Mpumalanga,
including the Blyde River Canyon, God's Window,
Bourke's Luck Potholes and the Three Rondawels.
Time permitting, visit the historic gold mining town
of Pilgrim's Rest. Lunch is included en route.

CHIMPANZEE EDEN & BOTANICAL GARDENS ROUTE
Full Day — Departs 8:00 am

Join a guided tour of the Jane Goodall Institute
Chimpanzee Sanctuary, and the Lowveld
Botanical Gardens in Nelspruit.

ENDANGERED SPECIES & REHABILITATION
EXPERIENCE

Full Day — Departs 8:00 am

Visit the Moholoholo Animal Rehabilitation Centre
and see some of the animals in treatment there,
before visiting the breeding and research station
at the Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre.

MYSTERY & MARVELS OF MPUMALANGA

Full Day — Departs 8:00 am

Travel to the charming town of Kaapsche Hoop,
with its wild horses, and goldsmiths, silversmiths,
potters and painters and some remarkable
scenery.

COMMUNITY VILLAGE TOUR

Full Day — Departs 8:00 am

Join a local village minister as you learn more
about local village life, which could include
(depending on day of the week) seeing the tribal
court in action, visiting a local school, having

your fortune told by the faith healer, and the
community church and orphan care centre.

NIGHT SAFARI - KAPAMA GAME RESERVE

Full Day — Duration 12:45 pm - 11:30 pm

Visit the Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre,
before an afternoon and evening game drive on
a private game reserve, followed by a traditional
South African dinner atf the lodge.

OPEN VEHICLE GAME DRIVES - KRUGER NATIONAL
PARK

Join an experienced ranger in open vehicles on
either a morning, an afternoon or full day safari in
the world famous Kruger National Park.

Morning Drives: Park opening time until 12:00 pm.
Afternoon Drives: From 2:00 pm (in summer and
1:30 pm in winter) until gate closing time.

Full Day Drives: From Park opening until 4:30 pm.
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