GAUTENG

Johannesburg is Africa's commercial and
industrial powerhouse, as well as the heart of the
political struggle against apartheid. No more
than 2 hours flight from Cape Town, Windhoek,
the Okavango Delta, Victoria Falls, the Kruger
National Park and the Mozambique islands, it is
an ideal springboard into the rest of the sub
continent.

Affectionately known as Jo'burg (or Jozi or e'Goli
- City of Gold) it is the largest city in South Africa,
and surprisingly also one of the greenest — more
than 6 million trees have been planted here in
what was originally flat grassland veld. Jo'burg’s
origins are firmly ensconced in the mining
industry, with particular reference to the
discovery of gold in 1886, which saw an
unprecedented gold rush and the city literally
burgeoning overnight. Also within Gauteng

is the municipality of Tshwane, also referred to as
the city of Pretoria, which is South Africa's capital
city and which lays claim to the classical Union
Buildings, the imposing Voortrekker Monument
and slightly further east, the Cullinan Diamond
Mine.

Soweto on the south western ouftskirts of Jo'burg
holds immense significance for the city, and the
country as a whole, due to its rich political history
as the seat of resistance to the apartheid
government.

Jo'burg boasts a colourful and multi-cultural mix
of people with an energy that gives it the moniker
the ‘New York of Africa’ and is currently
undergoing large scale rejuvenation and
renovation, particularly within downtown Jo'burg,
where the Newtown precinct has received an
injection of cash and creativity. Here, the
emphasis is on arts and cul-ture, theatre, dance,
music, crafts, restaurants and bars and is easily
accessible by the Nelson Mandela Bridge, which
is itself worth a visit. Attfractions in Newtown
include the Market Theatre, Museum Afrika, Craft
Rural and the South African World of Beer.
Jo'burg is synonymous with outstanding shopping
oppor-tunities, with Sandton City and the
adjoining Nelson Mandela Square being two of
the most sought after shopping precincts. Hyde
Park shopping centre is smaller, and more
‘boutiquey’, while 44 Stanley is one of the City's
best kept secrets — a series of industrial buildings
which is now a relaxed meander through 25
speciality boutiques, restaurants and design
studios with deliciously unique products. For
markets, try the Pan African Market in Rose-bank
(and the Sunday Rosebank Mall Rooftop Market),
for quirky and eclectic try Parktown, and for
African art and curios with a designer bend,
Amatuli Fine Art in Kramerville, which houses room
upon room of Pan African crafts.

TOP SPOTS TO EXPLORE IN
GAUTENG

CONSTITUTION HILL

Constitution Hill was the site of the Old Fort Prison
Complex, more commonly known as Number Four.
Origin-ally a prison for British soldiers imprisoned
during the Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902), it is
predominately infamous for the number of
political prisoners that were held here, including
Mahatma Ghandi, Albert Luthuli and Nelson
Mandela. The prison has been transformed into a
fribute to anti-apartheid fighters, and now also
houses the new Constitutional Court of Justice.

APARTHEID MUSEUM

The museum chronicles the beginnings of the
legalised apartheid system of governance by the
white elected National Party (1948 - 1994) and
goes to pains to lay out the root causes of
Apartheid, including the rise of Afrikaner
Nationalism. It is cleverly presented from both the
side of the oppressor and the oppressed and is
vital in explaining the state of modern day South
Africa.

LILIESLEAF FARM

Here, Nelson Mandela and other leadership of the
ANC met in clandestine to plan and debate their
campaigns of resistance against the apartheid
government. Liliesleaf was also the headquarters
for the military wing of the ANC, Umkhonto we
Sizwe - Spear of the Nation - and it was here that
the South African Police captured many of the
ANC leadership, striking a huge blow to the ANC
freedom struggle. The result was the Rivonia
Treason Trial, which played a major role in the
ultimate imprisonment of Nelson Mandela. The
Liliesleaf Museum and Trust chronicles these
events in the same farm setting that they took
place.

BRENTHURST GARDENS - Westcliff

Magnificent private gardens on Brenthurst Estate,
owned by the Oppenheimer family, one of South
Africa’s wealthiest and most established families,
can be viewed by appoint-ment and are highly
recommended. Tours can be arranged through
the Garden Office on +27(0) 11 646 4122.

UNION BUILDINGS - Pretoria

Designed by Sir Herbert Baker, these beautiful
buildings are residence to the ruling party, the
presidency and his government. The buildings are
designed in a half moon shape, with impressive
columns and park like gardens with views over
Pretoria.

VOORTREKKER MONUMENT - Pretoria

A national icon for white Afrikaans South Africans,
the monument commemorates the victory of the
Boers over the Zulus at the Battle of Blood River
during the Zulu-Boer War, and in general is a
fribute to the founding of the Afrikaner nation.
Built on a koppie (hill) overlooking the city, it is
one of the keystones to understanding the history
of the Afrikaner people then and today.



SAMMY MARKS MUSEUM - 23 km east of Pretoria

Sammy Marks, a man of humble beginnings, came
to South Africa from Lithuania at aged 24, and set
about becoming South Africa’s first industrial,
mining and agricultural magnate. His home dates
back to 1884 and has been perfectly preserved
as a fine example of South African Victoriana -
there are guided tours which recount the
sometimes humorous manner in which he won
over both Boer and Brit during the Anglo-Boer
War.

CULLINAN DIAMOND MINE - 40 km east of Pretoria
The Cullinan Diamond Mine rose to prominence in
1905 with the discovery of the largest gem-quality
diamond ever uncovered. The Cullinan diamond
weighed in at a whopping 3106.75 carats and
now forms part of the British Crown Jewels. The
mine is still fully operational and 2 hour
surfacetours take place daily (Mon-Fri 10:00 am
and 2:30 pm, Sat, Sun and holidays 10:00 am and
12:00 pm). There is a longer 4 hour tour which
descends the mine (Mon - Fri 10:30 am, Sat 8:00
am) which requires a certain level of fitness.

THE ANN VAN DYK CHEETAH CENTRE, DE WILDT

— 1 hour from Johannesburg and 45 mins from
Pretoria, in the foothills of the Magaliesburg,
close to Hartebeespoort Dam

Established in 1971, this research and
rehabilitation centre has successfully ensured the
survival of the cheetah, one of Africa’s most
endangered cats. In time it has expanded to
include other endangered species, such as the
African wild dog, brown hyena, serval, suni
antelope and riverine rabbit. Three hour guided
tours currently take place on a Tue, Wed, Thu, Sat
and Sun (8:30 am and 1:30 pm), with an early
morning option starting at 8:00 am to watch the
cheetah run (runs do not take place on a Wed).

Day Tours

APARTHEID MUSEUM

Half Day — Departs at 8:30 am or 1:00 pm

An excellent museum which presents the
Apartheid era from all perspectives, supported by
excellent footage, press clippings and artefacts.
A visit here is key to understanding the past

and current situation in South Africa.

SOWETO TOUR

Half Day — Departs at 8:30 am or 1:00 pm

South Africa’s largest township, home to 2 million
people, was the focus of the political struggle
and your tour will cover the site of the 1976
uprisings, the Hector Pietersen Memorial, Nelson
Mandela’s former home, Bishop Tutu's house and
the residential areas that make up this famous
location.

A full day option including the Apartheid Museum
and Soweto is available and highly
recommended.

CULLINAN DIAMOND MINE

Half Day — Departs at 8:30 am (daily) or 12:30 pm
(weekdays)

The site of the largest diamond discovery in the
world, this surface tour of one of the world’s most
important diamond mines will bring the scale of
the operation to life.

PRETORIA CITY TOUR

Half Day — Departs at 8:30 am or 1:00 pm
Formerly the capital of the Boer Republic, this
free lined city is also the seat of the current
government. See the Voortrekker Monument,
Kruger House, Church Square and the Union
Buildings.

ANN VAN DYK CHEETAH CENTRE

Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings, daily
in the afternoon. PICK-UP TIME: 07:00 or 12:00
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday
mornings.

PICK-UP TIME: 06:30

A guided tour of this renowned rehabilitation
centre, originally for cheetah only, but now
expanded to include wild dog, serval, hyaena,
vultures and antelope.

Tours can be booked directly with

Wilro Tours on +27 (0)11 789 9688

SOWETO

This sprawling township developed under the
apartheid government for ‘blacks only' as far
back as the 1930's, is nowadays home to over 2
million people, with neighbour-hoods ranging
from million-rand mansions, to shack-squalor.
Soweto, originally an acronym for SOuth WEstern
TOwnships, housed many a freedom fighter and
politician, and is regarded as the heart of the
political struggle against apartheid.

Soweto can claim Nelson Mandela as one of its
most famous residents, and it was events that
took place in Soweto which helped place the
fight against the apartheid regime in the
international arena. Prime amongst these was the
Soweto Uprisings in 1976, when protesting school
children were gunned down by police, whilst
rallying against Afrikaans being the sole medium
of instruction within fownship schools. The Hector
Pietersen Memorial and Museum in Soweto is a
moving tribute and account of this pivotal event.
Driving through the township, you cannot miss
Baragwanath Hospital, the largest in the Southern
hemisphere, and the Regina Mundi, Soweto’s
famous Catholic Church, which was at the fore-
front of the anti-apartheid movement and housed
large numbers of children running from the
mayhem of the Soweto Uprisings. In Orlando, one
of Soweto’s first fownships, you can visit Nelson
Mandela’s first house, a modest bungalow where
Mandela and Winnie lived in the 1950's. It is in the
same street as Archbishop Desmond Tutu's house
- Vilakazi Street — and is the only streetf in the
world to have housed two Nobel Peace Prize
winners.



Amongst all the political significance, there is
affluence, but also be prepared for the very
obvious poverty of families living in rough shacks
in what is called squatter camps. There is
however a great vibe and sense of community
spirit in Soweto, most evident in the local pubs,
known as shebeens. Try Wandies Place or
Sakhumzi's as famous Soweto restaurants and
watering holes.



