
GAUTENG 
 

Johannesburg i s  Af r ica 's  commercia l  and 

indust r ia l  powerhouse,  as  wel l  as  the hear t  of  the 

pol i t ical  s t ruggle against  apartheid.  No more 

than 2  hours  f l ight  f rom Cape Town, Windhoek,  

the Okavango Del ta,  V ictor ia  Fal l s ,  th e Kruger  

Nat ional  Park  and the Mozambique i s lands ,  i t  i s  

an ideal  spr ingboard into the res t  of  the sub 

cont inent .   

 

A f fect ionately  known as  Jo’burg (or  Joz i  or  e’Gol i  

–  Ci ty  of  Gold) i t  i s  the largest  c i ty  in  South Af r ica,  

and surpr i s ing ly  a l so  one of  the greenest  –  more 

than 6  mi l l ion  t rees  have been planted here in  

what was or ig inal ly  f lat  grass land veld.  Jo’burg’s  

or ig ins  are  f i rmly ensconced in  the min ing 

indust ry ,  wi th  par t icular  reference to the 

d i scovery  of  gold in  1886,  which saw an 

unprecedented go ld rush  and the c i ty  l i tera l ly  

burgeoning overn ight .  A l so wi th in  Gauteng  

i s  the munic ipal i ty  of  T shwane, a l so refer red to as  

the c i ty  of  P retor ia ,  which i s  South Af r ica’s  capi ta l  

c i ty  and which lays  c la im to the c lass ical  Un ion 

Bui ld ings ,  the impos ing Voor t rekker  Monument 

and s l ight ly  fur ther  east ,  the Cul l inan Diamond 

Mine.   

 

Soweto on the south western  outsk i r t s  of  Jo’burg 

holds  immense s ign i f icance for  the c i ty ,  and the 

country  as  a whole,  due to i t s  r ich pol i t ical  h i s tory  

as  the seat of  res i s tance t o the apartheid 

government.   

 

Jo’burg boasts  a  colour fu l  and mul t i -cul tura l  mix  

of  people wi th  an energy that g ives  i t  the moniker  

the ‘New York  of  Af r ica’  and i s  cur rent l y  

undergoing large scale re juvenat ion and 

renovat ion,  par t icular ly  wi th in  downtown Jo’ burg,  

where the Newtown precinct  has  received an 

in ject ion of  cash and creat iv i ty .  Here,  the 

emphas i s  i s  on ar ts  and cul - ture,  theatre,  dance, 

mus ic ,  c raf ts ,  res taurants  and bars  and i s  eas i ly  

access ib le  by the Nel son Mandela Br idge,  which 

i s  i t se l f  wor th  a v i s i t .  A tt ract ions  in  Newtown 

include the Market  Theatre,  Museum Afr ika,  Craf t  

Rural  and the South Afr ican Wor ld of  Beer .   

Jo’burg i s  synonymous wi th  outs tanding shopping 

oppor- tun i t ies ,  w i th  Sandton Ci ty  and the 

adjo in ing Nel son Mandela Square being two  of  

the most  sought af ter  shopping precincts .  Hyde 

Park  shopping centre i s  smal ler ,  and more 

‘bout iquey’ ,  whi le  44  S tanley i s  one of  the Ci ty’s  

best  kept secrets  –  a ser ies  of  indust r ia l  bui ld ings  

which i s  now a re laxed meander  through 25  

specia l i ty  bout iques ,  res taurants  and des ign 

s tudios  wi th del ic ious ly  un ique products .  For  

markets ,  t ry  the Pan Af r ican Market in  Rose -bank 

(and the Sunday Rosebank Mal l  Roof top Market) ,  

for  qui rky  and eclect ic t ry  Parktown, and for  

Af r ican ar t  and cur ios  wi th  a des igner  b end, 

Amatul i  F ine A r t  in  K ramerv i l le ,  which houses room 

upon room of  Pan Af r ican craf ts .  

 

 

TOP SPOTS TO EXPLORE IN 

GAUTENG  

CONSTITUT ION HILL   

Const i tut ion Hi l l  was  the s i te  of  the Old For t  P r i son 

Complex,  more commonly  known as  Number  Four .  

Or ig in -a l ly  a  pr i son for  B r i t i sh  so ld ier s  impr i soned 

dur ing the Anglo-Boer  War  (1899 -1902),  i t  i s  

p redominately  infamous for  the number  of  

pol i t ical  pr i soners  that  were held here,  inc luding 

Mahatma Ghandi ,  A lber t  Luthul i  and Nel son 

Mandela.  The pr i son has  been t ransformed  into a 

t r ibute to  ant i -apartheid f ighters ,  and now al so 

houses  the new Const i tut ional  Cour t  of  Just ice.   

 

 

APARTHEID MUSEUM  

The museum chronic les  the beginnings  of  the 

legal i sed apartheid system of  governance by the 

whi te e lected Nat ional  Par ty  (1948 -  1994) and 

goes  to  pains  to  lay out  the root  causes  of  

Apartheid,  inc luding the r i se  of  Af r ikaner  

Nat ional i sm. I t  i s  c lever ly  presented f rom both the 

s ide of  the oppressor  and the oppressed and i s  

v i ta l  in  expla in ing the state of  modern day South 

Af r ica.   

 

 

L IL IESLEAF FARM  

Here,  Nel son Mandela and other  leadersh ip  of  the 

ANC met in  c landest ine to p lan and debate the i r  

campaigns  of  res i s tance against  the apartheid 

government.  L i l ies leaf  was a l so the headquarter s  

for  the mi l i ta ry  wing of  the ANC, Umkhonto we 

S i zwe -  Spear  of  the Nat ion –  and i t  was  here that 

the South Af r ican Pol ice captured many of  the 

ANC leadersh ip ,  s t r i k ing a huge blow to the ANC 

f reedom st ruggle.  The resul t  was  the R ivonia 

T reason T r ia l ,  which p layed a major  ro le in  the 

u l t imate impr i sonment o f  Nel son Mandela.  The 

L i l ies leaf  Museum and T rus t  chronic les  these 

events  in  the same farm sett ing that they took 

p lace.  

 

 

BRENTHURST GARDENS –  Westc l i f f  

Magni f icent pr ivate gardens  on B renthurs t  Es tate,  

owned by the Oppenheimer  fami ly ,  one of  South 

Af r ica’s  weal th ies t  and most  es tabl i shed fami l ies ,  

can be v iewed by appoint -ment and are h ighly  

recommended. Tours  can be ar ranged through 

the Garden Off ice on +27(0)  11  646 4122.  

 

 

UNION BUILDINGS –  P retor ia  

Designed by S i r  Herber t  Baker ,  these beaut i fu l  

bui ld ings are res idence to the ru l ing par ty ,  the 

pres idency and h i s  government.  The bui ld ings  are 

des igned in  a hal f  moon shape, wi th  impress ive 

columns and park  l i ke gardens  wi th  v iews over  

P retor ia .  

 

 

VOORTREKKER MONUMENT  –  P retor ia  

A nat ional  icon for  whi te Af r ika ans  South Af r icans ,  

the monument commemorates  the v ictory  of  the 

Boers  over  the Zulus  at  the Batt le  of  B lood R iver  

dur ing the Zulu -Boer  War ,  and in  general  i s  a  

t r ibute to  the founding of  the Af r ikaner  nat ion.  

Bui l t  on a koppie (h i l l )  over looking the c i ty ,  i t  i s  

one of  the keystones  to  unders tanding the h i s tory  

of  the Af r ikaner  people then and today.  



SAMMY MARKS MUSEUM – 23  km east  of  P retor i a 

 

Sammy Marks ,  a  man of  humble beginnings ,  came 

to South Af r ica f rom L i thuania at  aged 24,  and set 

about becoming South Af r ica’s  f i r s t  indust r ia l ,  

min ing and agr icul tura l  magnate.  H i s  home dates  

back to 1884 and has  been perfect ly  preserved 

as  a f ine example of  South Af r ican Victor iana –  

there are guided tours  which recount the 

somet imes humorous  manner  in  which he won 

over  both Boer  and Br i t  dur ing the Anglo -Boer  

War .  

 

 

CULLINAN DIAMOND MIN E –  40 km east  o f  P retor ia  

The Cul l inan Diamond Mine rose to  prominence in  

1905 wi th  the di scovery of  the largest  gem -qual i ty  

d iamond ever  uncovered.  The Cul l inan diamond 

weighed in  at  a  whopping 3106.75  carats  and 

now forms par t  of  the Br i t i sh  Crown Jewels .  The 

mine i s  s t i l l  fu l l y  operat ional  and 2  hour  

sur facetours  take place dai ly  (Mon -Fr i  10 :00  am 

and 2 :30 pm, Sat ,  Sun and hol idays  10 :00  am and 

12:00 pm).  There i s  a  longer  4  hour  tour  wh ich 

descends the mine (Mon –  F r i  10 :30 am, Sat  8 :00  

am) which requi res  a cer ta in  level  of  f i tness .   

THE ANN VAN DYK CHEETAH CENTRE,  DE WILDT   

–  1  hour  f rom Johannesburg and 45 mins  f rom 

Pretor ia ,  in  the footh i l l s  of  the Magal iesburg,  

c lose to  Hartebeespoort  Dam 

 

Es tabl i shed in  1971,  th i s  research and 

rehabi l i tat ion centre has  successfu l l y  ensured the 

surv ival  of  the cheetah,  one of  A f r ica’s  most  

endangered cats .  In  t ime i t  has  expanded to 

inc lude other  endangered species ,  such as  the 

Af r ican wi ld dog, brown hyena, serval ,  sun i  

antelope and r iver ine rabbi t .  Three hour  guided 

tours  cur rent ly  take place on a Tue,  Wed, Thu,  Sat  

and Sun (8 :30  am and 1 :30  pm),  w i th  an ear ly  

morn ing opt ion s tar t ing at  8 :00  am to watch the 

cheetah run (runs  do not take place on a Wed).   

 

 

Day Tours 
 

APARTHEID MUSEUM 

Hal f  Day –  Departs  at  8 :30  am or  1 :00  pm  

An excel lent  museum which presents  the 

Apartheid era f rom al l  perspect ives ,  supported by 

excel lent  footage, press  c l ippings  and ar tefacts .  

A  v i s i t  here i s  key to  unders tanding th e past   

and cur rent s i tuat ion in  South Af r ica.  

 

 

SOWETO TOUR 

Hal f  Day –  Departs  at  8 :30  am or  1 :00  pm  

South Af r ica’s  largest  township,  home to 2  mi l l ion 

people,  was the focus  of  the pol i t ical  s t ruggle 

and your  tour  wi l l  cover  the s i te  of  the 1976 

upr i s ings ,  the Hector  P ieter sen Memor ia l ,  Nel son 

Mandela’s  former  home, B i shop Tutu’s  house and 

the res ident ia l  areas  that  make up th i s  famous 

locat ion.  

 

A  fu l l  day opt ion inc luding the Apartheid Museum 

and Soweto i s  avai lable and h ighly  

recommended.  

 

CULLINAN DIAMOND MINE 

Hal f  Day –  Departs  at  8 :30  am (dai ly)  or  12 :30 pm 

(weekdays)  

The s i te  of  the largest  d iamond discovery in  the 

wor ld,  th i s  sur face tour  of  one of  the wor ld’s  most  

important  d iamond mines  wi l l  br ing the scale of  

the operat ion to  l i fe .  

 

 

PRETORIA CITY TOUR  

Hal f  Day –  Departs  at  8 :30  am or  1 :00  pm  

Former ly  the capi ta l  of  the Boer  Republ ic ,  th i s  

t ree l ined c i ty  i s  a l so  the seat of  the cur rent  

government.  See the Voor t rekker  Monument,  

K ruger  House,  Church Square and the Union 

Bui ld ings .  

 

 

ANN VAN DYK CHEETAH CENTRE  

Monday,  Wednesday and Fr iday morn ings ,  dai ly  

in  the af ternoon.  PICK-UP T IME:  07 :00  or  12 :00  

Tuesday,  Thursday,  Saturday and Sunday 

morn ings .  

P ICK-UP T IME:  06 :30  

A guided tour  of  th i s  renowned rehabi l i tat ion 

centre,  or ig inal ly  for  cheetah only ,  but  now 

expanded to inc lude wi ld  dog, serval ,  hyaena, 

vul tures  and antelope.  

Tours  can be booked di rect l y  wi th   

Wi l ro  Tours  on +27 (0)11  789 9688  

 

 

SOWETO 
 

Th i s  sprawl ing township developed under  the 

apartheid government for  ‘b lacks  only’  as  far  

back as  the 1930’s ,  i s  nowadays  home to over  2  

mi l l ion people,  wi th  neighbour -hoods ranging 

f rom mi l l ion- rand mans ions ,  to  shack -squalor .  

Soweto,  or ig inal ly  an acronym for  SOuth WEstern  

TOwnships ,  housed many a f reedom f ighter  and 

pol i t ic ian,  and i s  regarded as  the hear t  of  the 

pol i t ical  s t ruggle against  apartheid.   

 

Soweto can c la im Nel son Mandela as  one of  i t s  

most  famous res idents ,  and i t  was  events  that  

took p lace in  Soweto which helped place the 

f ight  against  the aparthe id regime in  the 

in ternat ional  arena. P r ime among st  these was the 

Soweto Upr i s ings  in  1976,  when protest ing school  

ch i ldren were gunned down by pol ice,  whi l s t  

ra l l y ing against  A f r ikaans  being the so le medium  

of  ins t ruct ion wi th in  township school s .  The Hector  

P ieter sen Memor ia l  and Museum in  Soweto i s  a  

mov ing t r ibute and account of  th i s  p ivotal  event.   

Dr iv ing th rough the township,  you cannot mi ss  

Baragwanath Hospi ta l ,  the largest  in  the Southern  

hemisphere,  and the Regina Mundi ,  Soweto’s  

famous Cathol ic  Church,  which was at  the fore -

f ront  of  the ant i -aparthe id movement and housed 

large numbers  of  ch i ldren running f rom the 

mayhem of  the Soweto Upr i s ings .  In Or lando, one 

of  Soweto’s  f i r s t  townships ,  you can v i s i t  Nel son 

Mandela’s  f i r s t  house,  a modest  bungalow where 

Mandela and Winnie l ived in  the 1950’s .  I t  i s  in  the 

same s t reet  as  A rchbishop Desmond Tutu’s  house 

–  V i lakaz i  S t reet  –  and i s  the only  s t reet  in  the 

wor ld to  have housed two Nobel  Peace Pr i ze 

winners .   



Amongst  a l l  the pol i t ical  s ign i f icance, there i s  

af f luence, but  a l so  be prepared for  the very  

obv ious  pover ty  of  fami l ies  l iv ing in  rough shacks  

in  what i s  cal led squatter  camps.  There i s  

however  a great v ibe and sense of  communi ty  

sp i r i t  in  Soweto,  most  ev ident in  the local  pubs ,  

known as  shebeens .  T ry  Wandies  P lace or  

Sakhumzi ’ s  as  famous Soweto  restaurants  and 

water ing holes .  


