


ROUTE 62  
 

Route 62  i s  a  great s l ice of  South Af r ican 

countrys ide at  i t s  f inest .  A  road which passes  

th rough the L i t t le  Karoo,  sk i r t ing the wide semi -

deser t  p la ins  of  the Great Karoo,  as  i t  pas ses  

th rough deep f i s sures  in  the mountains  and 

crosses  wide open pla ins  and fer t i le  val leys .  I t  i s  a  

great a l ternat ive to  the quicker  but  more 

commercia l i sed N2,  and i s  character i zed by smal l  

country  towns,  each dominated by the whi te 

sp i re  of  the Dutch Reformed Church,  smal l  

unpretent ious  res taurants  and a p lent i tude of  

wine farms,  wi th  the grapes becoming sweeter  as  

you t ravel  east ,  g iv ing r i se  to  por t  product ion.  

H ighl ights  inc lude the Kogmansk loof  Pass  

between Ashton and Montagu,  Montagu i t - se l f ,  ( i t  

has  14  nat ional  monuments  in  Long St reet  a lone),  

Cal i tzdorp wi th  authent ic  Karoo archi tecture and 

known as  the por t -wine capi ta l  of  the country ,  as  

wel l  as  Oudtshoorn –  more of ten referenced as 

par t  of  the Garden Route.  

 

 

OUDTSHOORN 
 

Oudtshoorn i s  a l l  about t hose qui rky  f l ight less  

b i rds  –  the ost r ich.  The town owed i t s  prosper i ty  in  

the past  to  the ost r ich feather  indust ry ,  as  

ev idenced by the s tately  ost r ich baron palaces  

f rom the turn  of  the century  that  l ine the s t reets ,  

and th i s  i s  s t i l l  a  thr iv ing indust r y  today,  a l though 

now more for  thei r  h ide and meat.  The area has  

ins tant  appeal ,  f rom the contrast ing semi -ar id  

Karoo landscape, to  the beaut i fu l  farming val leys  

and homesteads that  l ine the Swartberg Road on 

the way to the Cango Caves  and the incredib le 

mountain  format ions  and colours .  

 

 

Ost r ich Show Farms  

The ost r ich farming indust ry  dates  back to the 

1880’s  and there are ost r ich farms aplenty  in  th i s  

neck of  the woods,  a  couple of  which have 

become not only  work ing farms,  se l l ing and 

expor t ing thei r  os t r ich by-products ;  feathers ,  sk in  

and meat,  but  have al so become ost r ich ‘show 

farms’ ,  where you can be taken on a guided tour  

of  the farm, feed ost r ichs ,  see the incubators  

where the hatchl ings  are kept,  and even take 

par t  in  an ost r ich race as  an ost r ich jo ckey!  

 

Recommended:  Cango Ost r ich Show Farm/Safar i  

Ost r ich Show Farm.  

 

 

Cango Wi ld l i fe  Ranch 

At f i r s t  g lance th i s  ranch may seem a l i t t le  

cheesy,  but  once you begin  wonder ing along the 

pathways looking at  the var ious  animals  on 

d i sp lay,  you wi l l  f ind you rse l f  gr inn ing l i ke a chi ld  

and looking forward to the next  enclosure.  The 

ranch began as  a cheetah breeding sanctuary,  

and s t i l l  cont inues  wi th th i s  good work  today to 

inc lude other  large endangered cats ,  such as 

l ions  and t igers .  There are loads of  other  

creatures  and cr i t ter s  on di sp lay,  f rom meerkats  

and bi rds  to crocodi les  (and i f  you’re feel ing 

brave,  t ry  the “croc tank’  –  the rept i l ian vers ion 

of  the Great Whi te Shark  Cage Dive!) .   

 

 

The Cango Caves  

A subter ranean wor ld of  dr ips tone sculptures  

created by nature.  The Cango Caves  i s  one of  

South Af r ica’s  o ldest  tour i s t  att ract ions ,  wi th  tours  

that  depart  every  hour  on the hour .  The caves  are 

an incredib le natural  phenomenon of  dr ips tone 

format ions ,  both s ta lact i tes  and s ta lagmites ,  wi th  

some enormous caverns  l inked by a vast  network  

of  smal ler  chambers .  

 

 

The Four Passes  

Four  of  South Af r ica’s  most  impress ive passes  are 

found l ink ing Oudtshoorn wi th  the res t  of  the 

country ,  inc luding the Robinson Pass  ( f rom Mossel  

Bay),  Mei r ingspoort  Pass  on the way out  through 

De Rust ,  the Swartberg Pass  to  Pr ince A lber t  and 

the Outeniqua Pass  to  George.  Most  impress ive of  

these i s  the Swartberg Pass  –  a rough road hewn 

into the mountain  s ide,  t raversable in  normal  

vehic les ,  but  requi r ing a good 4  hour  round tr ip  to  

the l i t t le  ar t i s t ic  ret reat of  Pr ince A lber t .  

 

 

MOSSEL BAY 
 

T ravel l ing up f rom Cape Town on the N2,  don’t  be 

put  of f  by the indust r ia l  façade of  Mossel  Bay 

that presents  i t se l f  to  the N2.  Once you reach the 

town centre and work ing harbour  of  Mossel  Bay,  

you wi l l  be p leasant ly  surpr i sed.  Not only  are the 

beaches some of  the f inest  swimming beaches on 

the Garden Route (Santos  Beach – B lue F lag 

S tatus) ,  but  there i s  a  great deal  of  h i s tory  to  be 

g leaned f rom s topping in  at  the Mar i t ime Museum 

Complex,  where a l i fe  s i ze repl ica of  the caravel  

that  Bar to lomeu Dias  sa i led in to the bay in ,  in  

1488 i s  housed. The museum complex a l so houses  

the Shel l  Museum, which i s  wor th  a s t ro l l  to  take a 

peek at  some interest ing specimens found along 

the Af r ican coast l ine,  and then the re i s  the 

famous Mi l kwood T ree –  used as  a communicat ion 

post  for  pass ing sh ips .  A t around 800 years  o ld,  i t  

i s  sa id to  be the o ldest  post  of f ice in  A f r ica and i s  

a  Nat ional  Monument.  

 

 

 

 

SEDGEFIELD & WILDERNESS 
 

These two areas  are noted for  thei r  coastal  

beauty ,  long s t retches  of  sand wi th  vegetated 

dunes  and moving inwards  f rom the coast ,  a  

t ranqui l  sys tem of  es tuar ies  and lagoons .  These 

are for  most par t ,  p rotected wi lderness  

env i ronments  of  the Wi lderness  Nat ional  Park  

which compr i ses  f ive r iver s ,  two estu ar ies ,  and 18  

kms of  coast l ine.  Th i s  area i s  a  h iker ’s  and 

natural i s t ’ s  paradi se that  can al so be explored by 

kayak whi le the Wi lderness  beach i s  one of  the 

longest  in  the country .  Local s  gather  every  

Saturday,  a l l  year  round at  the Wi ld Oats  Market  



in  Sedgef ie ld for  a  t rue South Af r ican market  

exper ience!  

 

Local -wi se:  the most  charming swimming bays are 

not  widely known and of ten not  on the map –  ask  

a local  to point  you in  the di rect ion of  V ictor ia  

Bay or  Herold’s  Bay. . .  

 

 

KNYSNA 
 

Of ten refer red to as  the h ear t  of  the Garden 

Route,  Knysna i s  perched at  the water ’s  edge of  

a large t idal  lagoon, sur rounded by forests  of  

indigenous  yel lowwood, i ronwood and s t inkwood, 

wi th  two spectacular  ‘Heads’  that  s tand sent inel  

to  a nar row opening where lagoon meets  the 

Indian ocean. Wi th  o ld V ictor ian and Georgian 

bui ld ings on Main  S t reet,  the town has  a charming 

appeal  whi le  a l so  att ract ing ar t i s t s  f rom around 

the country ,  g iv ing i t  a  s l ight ly  bohemian ai r .  

Smal l ,  but  v ibrant ,  i t  o f fer s  a  busy  water f ront  

area,  a p lethora o f  res taurants ,  oyster  beds 

cul t ivated wi th in  the lagoon, a local  brewery,  

sunset  cru i s ing on the lagoon, outs tanding 

coastal  v i s tas  and a wonderfu l  pedest r ian f r iendly 

atmosphere.  I t s  roots  are f i rmly p lanted in  the 

t imber  indust ry  and to th i s  day,  the are a reta ins  a 

reputat ion for  exqui s i te t imber  craftsmanship and 

products ,  par t icular ly  fu rn i ture.   

 

 

Mitchel l ’ s  Brewery  

Pop in  at  the local  brewery  and sample some of  

thei r  respectable brew. Not only  i s  the beer  of  a  

h ighly  sat i s factory  s tandard,  the tour  i s  

in format ive and an en joyable in ter lude.   

 

 

Knysna Oysters   

Knysna i s  famed for  i t s  succulent  cul t ivated oyster  

beds in  the lagoon, that  feed on the r ich t idal  

p lankton –  for  oyster  lovers ,  you have h i t  the 

jackpot!  One can ei ther  opt for  a tour  of  the 

oyster  beds (sample both cul t ivated and wi ld  

oyster s ) ,  where you wi l l  uncover  ‘a l l  th ings  

oyster ’ .  A l ternat ively  s top in  at  the oystercatcher  

Restaurant  at  the Smal l  Craf t  Harbour  on the 

Knysna Quays ,  where an oyster  tast ing and chat 

i s  on the menu, accompanie d wi th a g lass  of  

bubbly –  that’ s  i f  a more informal  oyster  

exper ience i s  what you’d prefer .  Th i s  res taurant  i s  

pos i t ioned at  the water ’s  edge wi th  expans ive 

v iews of  the lagoon and ‘Heads’ .  

Featherbed Company  

Fer ry  i s  the only  way to reach the Featherbe d 

Pr ivate Reserve,  across  the lagoon, where you wi l l  

a l so be taken to the top of  the c l i f f s  fo r  breath -

tak ing v iews.  S ign up for  the lunch t ime cru i se as  

i t  inc ludes  lunch under  the t rees .  A l l  c ru i ses  leave 

f rom the Featherbed Fer ry  Terminus  at  the 

Water f ront .  D inner  cru i ses  are a l so avai lable.  

 

Local-wise:  The p icturesque Rheenendal  d i s t r ic t  

l ies  a  mere 10  kms (6  mi les)  west  of  Knysna in  the 

hear t  of  the forest  and i s  home to woodcarvers ,  

potter s  and painters  wi th  s tudios .  

 

 

PLETTENBERG BAY 
 

‘P lett ’  i s  the l i t t le  r ich k id on the block ev ident in  

the sur rounding res ident ia l  homes,  w i th  the local  

e l i te  enjoy ing the moneyed spor t  of  polo.  Far  

f rom being a deter rent ,  th i s  enhances the appeal  

of  P lett  as  many of  the local  res idences are now 

beaut i fu l  guest  houses or  archi tectural  gems.  

P let - tenberg Bay centra l  of fer s  a  handful  of  

shops ,  a  few smal l  bout iques  and charming del i s ,  

but  most l y  i t ’ s  a l l  about the beach, and wow, 

what a coast l ine.  The town i s  on a couple of  

protected bays ,  where long s t retches  of  sand not  

only  draw crowds of  people,  but  dolphins  love i t  

too,  as  do the annual  migrat ion of  southern  r ight  

whales .  Not to  be missed i s  the Robberg 

Peninsula,  which i s  explored on foot  and of fer s  

both coastal  and c l i f f  s ide walks ,  wi th  v iews out  

to  some of  the c learest  waters  on the Indian 

Ocean coast l ine.  The Crags  i s  16  kms east  of  

P lettenberg Bay and i s  home to many of  the 

wi ld l i fe  sanctuar ies  in  the area.  

 

 

Ocean Safar i s   

Jump on board one of  Ocean Safar i s ’  specia l ly  

adapted boats  for  whale,  dolphin  and seal  

encounters  wi th in  the gent le  seas of  P lettenberg 

Bay (weather  permi t t ing).  Whales  are most  of ten 

seen dur ing thei r  calv ing months  of  June to 

November ,  when they come to the bay and use 

the gent le waters  here as  a nursery .  Th i s  i s  a l so  

one of  the few places  wh ere you may see the 

rare Longman’s  beaked whale.  

 

 

Beaches  

Favour i tes  inc lude Centra l  Beach c losest  to  the 

town, the k id - f r iendly  beaches in  Nature’s  Val ley  

and the more secluded beaches a long the 

Keurbooms lagoon.  

 

 

Keurbooms R iver  Fer ry  

Explore the Keurbooms R iver  es tuary  where smal l  

sandy beaches dot the shorel ine and baboons 

are commonly  s ighted.  T r ips  leave up to three 

t imes a day in  summer .   

 

 

Monkeyland – The Crags 

A pr imate sanctuary ,  which al lows for  the f ree -

roaming of  prev ious ly  caged or  endangere d 

pr imates .  Guides  take guests  on walk ing safar i s  

th rough the sanctuary ,  which i s  23  hectares  of  

g lor ious indigenous  forest ,  where one wi l l  get  to  

see a var iety  of  pr imates ,  some qui te comical  

and inqui s i t ive and others  shy and sk i t t i sh .  Wi th  

the weal th  of  in format ion prov ided by the guides ,  

th i s  i s  a  p leasant and interest ing safar i ,  which k ids  

wi l l  absolutely  love.  Another  h igh l ight  i s  the 128 

metre h igh Indiana Jones  swing br idge that spans  

across  a gorge.  

 

 

Bi rds o f  Eden –  The Crags 

A 2 hectare dome of  me sh and s teel  poles  

pains tak ingly  erected to cover  a sect ion of  

indigenous  forest  wi th  the least  amount of  



negat ive impact.  Wi th in  the dome a v i r tual  

cornucopia of  b i rd l i fe ex i s ts ,  w i th  over  3000 

species  of  b i rd,  wi th  b i rds  being added on a 

constant  bas i s .  Th i s  i s  an ent i re ly  f ree -f l ight  b i rd 

sanctuary ,  and an impress ive creat ion.   

 

 

E lephant  Sanctuary –  The Crags 

I t ’ s  qui te an astoni sh ing exper ience to greet an 

elephant at  such c lose quar ter s  –  walk ing hand-

in - t runk –  whi le  gett ing to know more about these 

g iants  of  A fr ica.  Th i s  i s  a  pr ivate fami ly  run 

bus iness ,  where f ive orphaned elephants  have 

been t ra ined to in teract wi th  the publ ic ,  but  th i s  

i s  no c i rcus  act.  The exper ience i s  more about 

gent le  in teract ion and the focus  i s  on learn ing 

about the elephant,  what indiv idual  h i s tor ies  

brought these speci f ic  e lephants  to  the sanctuary  

and the t r ia l s  and t r ibulat ions  that  face thei r  wi ld  

counterpar ts  today –  i t ’ s  sens i t ive ly  done and the 

elephants  are lov ingly  cared for .  

 

 

Tenikwa Wi ld l i fe  Rehabi l i tat ion Cent re  –  The Crags 

An organizat ion dedicated to return ing in ju red 

an imals  to  the wi ld ,  th i s  centre i s  open to the 

publ ic  and of fers  dai ly  programmes such as  the 

Wi ld Cat Exper ience, where v i s i tor s  have the 

opportun i ty  to  learn  about A f r ican Wi ld Cats ,  

B lack Footed Cats ,  Serval ,  Caracal ,  Cheetah and 

Leopard,  as  wel l  as  a Cheetah Walk .  There i s  a l so  

a Meerkat  communi ty  and rescued bi rds  such as  

Marabou Storks  and B lue Cranes .   

 

Local-wise:  Leave the N2 for  the R102,  t ravel l ing 

th rough Nature’s  Val ley towards  S torm’s  R iver .  

You wi l l  pass  s l iver s  of  r iver ,  g iant  o ld 

Yel lowwoods,  and the mouth of  the Groot R iver ,  a  

beaut i fu l  estuary .  

 

 

TSITSIKAMMA & NATURE’S 

VALLEY 
 

Forested h i l l s ides  and kn i fe  edge gorges ,  

water fa l l s  and r iver s ,  a l l  head down to meet the 

ocean.. .  to  a rugged coast l ine wi th  rocky 

outcrops  in ter spersed wi th  patches  of  sand. Th i s  

area i s  the Indian Ocean coast l ine at  i t s  best . . .  

 

 

Bloukrans R iver  Br idge  

The h ighest  bungy jump in  the wor ld at  216m!  

Even i f  you don’t  want to  bungee jump of f  of  i t ,  

jus t  a  l i t t le  s t ro l l  a long the br idge foot  path wi l l  

have you c l ing ing to the ra i l ings !   

 

 

Ts i t s ikamma Nat ional  Park  

Accessed di rect l y  of f  of  the N2 v ia two entrances  

–  S torms R iver  Mouth and De Vasselot  (Nature’s  

Val ley)  –  i t  i s  the best  p lace to exper ience the 

coasta l  sp lendour  of  th i s  area but  do note that 

one cannot t ravel  between these two points  f rom 

wi th in  the Nat ional  Park.  S torm’s  R iver  Mouth has  

a swing br idge at  the r iver  mouth and of fer s  easy 

day walks  in  and around the main camp.  

 

Adventure  

The Ts i t s ikamma i s  a l so known as one of  the 

hotspots  a long the Garden Route for  fun act iv i t ies  

–  t ry  b lack water  tubing,  or  mountain b ik ing on 

the many routes  avai lable,  h ik ing,  canopy tours ,  

t ractor - t ra i le r  r ides  to  di scover  the forest  –  and 

even a z ip l ine for  thr i l l  s eekers .   

 

 

The B ig T ree 

Just  3  km past  the S torms R iver  B r idge,  t ravel l ing 

south f rom Por t  E l i zabeth,  you wi l l  f ind the ‘B ig  

T ree’  s ign posted.  Th i s  enormous 800 year -o ld 

Yel lowwood T ree s tands 36 .6  metres  h igh and has  

a c i rcumference of  a lmost  9  metres .  Th e shor t  10  

min  walk  to  the t ree i s  on ra i sed wooden 

walkways ,  through a p ic turesque route in to the 

forest .  
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