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. All of the towns along The Garden Route are within close driving
distance of one another, therefore all attractions are easily
accessible should you be based in one of the towns on the route.




ROUTE 62

Route 62 is a great slice of South African
countryside at its finest. A road which passes
through the Little Karoo, skirting the wide semi-
desert plains of the Great Karoo, as it passes
through deep fissures in the mountains and
crosses wide open plains and fertile valleys. It is a
great alternative to the quicker but more
commercialised N2, and is characterized by small
country towns, each dominated by the white
spire of the Dutch Reformed Church, small
unpretentious restaurants and a plentitude of
wine farms, with the grapes becoming sweeter as
you fravel east, giving rise to port production.
Highlights include the Kogmanskloof Pass
between Ashton and Montagu, Montagu it-self, (it
has 14 national monuments in Long Street alone),
Calitzdorp with authentic Karoo architecture and
known as the port-wine capital of the country, as
well as Oudtshoorn - more often referenced as
part of the Garden Route.

OUDTSHOORN

Oudtshoorn is all about those quirky flightless
birds — the ostrich. The fown owed its prosperity in
the past to the ostrich feather industry, as
evidenced by the stately ostrich baron palaces
from the turn of the century that line the streets,
and this is still a thriving industry foday, although
now more for their hide and meat. The area has
instant appeal, from the confrasting semi-arid
Karoo landscape, to the beautiful farming valleys
and homesteads that line the Swartberg Road on
the way to the Cango Caves and the incredible
mountain formations and colours.

Ostrich Show Farms

The ostrich farming industry dates back to the
1880's and there are ostrich farms aplenty in this
neck of the woods, a couple of which have
become not only working farms, selling and
exporting their ostrich by-products; feathers, skin
and meat, but have also become ostrich ‘show
farms’, where you can be taken on a guided tour
of the farm, feed ostrichs, see the incubators
where the hatchlings are kept, and even take
part in an ostrich race as an osfrich jockey!

Recommended: Cango Ostrich Show Farm/Safari
Ostrich Show Farm.

Cango Wildlife Ranch

At first glance this ranch may seem a little
cheesy, but once you begin wondering along the
pathways looking at the various animals on
display, you will find yourself grinning like a child
and looking forward to the next enclosure. The
ranch began as a cheetah breeding sanctuary,
and still continues with this good work today to
include other large endangered cats, such as
lions and tigers. There are loads of other
creatures and critters on display, from meerkats
and birds to crocodiles (and if you're feeling

brave, try the “croc tank’ - the reptilian version
of the Great White Shark Cage Divel).

The Cango Caves

A subterranean world of dripstone sculptures
created by nature. The Cango Caves is one of
South Africa’s oldest tourist attractions, with tours
that depart every hour on the hour. The caves are
an incredible natural phenomenon of dripstone
formations, both stalactites and stalagmites, with
some enormous caverns linked by a vast network
of smaller chambers.

The Four Passes

Four of South Africa's most impressive passes are
found linking OQudtshoorn with the rest of the
country, including the Robinson Pass (from Mossel
Bay), Meiringspoort Pass on the way out through
De Rust, the Swartberg Pass to Prince Albert and
the Outeniqua Pass fo George. Most impressive of
these is the Swartberg Pass — a rough road hewn
info the mountain side, fraversable in normal
vehicles, but requiring a good 4 hour round trip to
the little artistic retreat of Prince Albert.

MOSSEL BAY

Travelling up from Cape Town on the N2, don't be
put off by the industrial facade of Mossel Bay
that presents itself fo the N2. Once you reach the
town centre and working harbour of Mossel Bay,
you will be pleasantly surprised. Not only are the
beaches some of the finest swimming beaches on
the Garden Route (Santos Beach - Blue Flag
Status), but there is a great deal of history to be
gleaned from stopping in at the Maritime Museum
Complex, where a life size replica of the caravel
that Bartolomeu Dias sailed into the bay in, in
1488 is housed. The museum complex also houses
the Shell Museum, which is worth a stroll to take a
peek at some interesting specimens found along
the African coastline, and then there is the
famous Milkwood Tree — used as a communication
post for passing ships. At around 800 years old, it
is said to be the oldest post office in Africa and is
a National Monument.

SEDGEFIELD & WILDERNESS

These two areas are noted for their coastal
beauty, long stretches of sand with vegetated
dunes and moving inwards from the coast, a
tfranquil system of estuaries and lagoons. These
are for most part, protected wilderness
environments of the Wilderness National Park
which comprises five rivers, two estuaries, and 18
kms of coastline. This area is a hiker’'s and
naturalist’s paradise that can also be explored by
kayak while the Wilderness beach is one of the
longest in the country. Locals gather every
Saturday, all year round at the Wild Oats Market



in Sedgefield for a true South African market
experiencel!

Local-wise: the most charming swimming bays are
not widely known and often not on the map - ask
a local to point you in the direction of Victoria
Bay or Herold's Bay...

KNYSNA

Often referred to as the heart of the Garden
Route, Knysna is perched at the water’'s edge of
a large tidal lagoon, surrounded by forests of
indigenous yellowwood, ironwood and stinkwood,
with two spectacular ‘Heads' that stand sentinel
to a narrow opening where lagoon meets the
Indian ocean. With old Victorian and Georgian
buildings on Main Street, the fown has a charming
appeal while also attracting artists from around
the country, giving it a slightly bohemian air.
Small, but vibrant, it offers a busy waterfront
area, a plethora of restaurants, oyster beds
cultivated within the lagoon, a local brewery,
sunset cruising on the lagoon, outstanding
coastal vistas and a wonderful pedestrian friendly
atmosphere. Its roots are firmly planted in the
timber industry and to this day, the area retains a
reputation for exquisite timber craftsmanship and
products, partficularly furniture.

Mitchell’s Brewery

Pop in at the local brewery and sample some of
their respectable brew. Not only is the beer of a
highly satisfactory standard, the tour is
informative and an enjoyable interlude.

Knysna Oysters

Knysna is famed for its succulent cultivated oyster
beds in the lagoon, that feed on the rich tidal
plankton — for oyster lovers, you have hit the
jackpot! One can either opt for a tour of the
oyster beds (sample both cultivated and wild
oysters), where you will uncover ‘all things
oyster’'. Alternatively stop in at the oystercatcher
Restaurant at the Small Craft Harbour on the
Knysna Quays, where an oyster tasting and chat
is on the menu, accompanied with a glass of
bubbly — that's if a more informal oyster
experience is what you'd prefer. This restaurant is
positioned at the water’'s edge with expansive
views of the lagoon and ‘Heads’.

Featherbed Company

Ferry is the only way to reach the Featherbed
Private Reserve, across the lagoon, where you will
also be taken to the top of the cliffs for breath-
taking views. Sign up for the lunch time cruise as
it includes lunch under the tfrees. All cruises leave
from the Featherbed Ferry Terminus at the
Waterfront. Dinner cruises are also available.

Local-wise: The picturesque Rheenendal district

lies a mere 10 kms (6 miles) west of Knysna in the
heart of the forest and is home to woodcarvers,

pofters and painters with studios.

PLETTENBERG BAY

‘Plett’ is the little rich kid on the block evident in
the surrounding residential homes, with the local
elite enjoying the moneyed sport of polo. Far
from being a deterrent, this enhances the appeal
of Plett as many of the local residences are now
beautiful guest houses or architectural gems.
Plet-tenberg Bay central offers a handful of
shops, a few small boutiques and charming delis,
but mostly it's all about the beach, and wow,
what a coastline. The town is on a couple of
protected bays, where long strefches of sand not
only draw crowds of people, but dolphins love it
tfoo, as do the annual migration of southern right
whales. Not to be missed is the Robberg
Peninsula, which is explored on foot and offers
both coastal and cliff side walks, with views out
to some of the clearest waters on the Indian
Ocean coastline. The Crags is 16 kms east of
Plettenberg Bay and is home to many of the
wildlife sanctuaries in the area.

Ocean Safaris

Jump on board one of Ocean Safaris’ specially
adapted boats for whale, dolphin and seal
encounters within the gentle seas of Pleftenberg
Bay (weather permitting). Whales are most often
seen during their calving months of June to
November, when they come to the bay and use
the gentle waters here as a nursery. This is also
one of the few places where you may see the
rare Longman’s beaked whale.

Beaches

Favourites include Central Beach closest to the
town, the kid-friendly beaches in Nature's Valley
and the more secluded beaches along the
Keurbooms lagoon.

Keurbooms River Ferry

Explore the Keurbooms River estuary where small
sandy beaches dot the shoreline and baboons
are commonly sighted. Trips leave up to three
times a day in summer.

Monkeyland - The Crags

A primate sanctuary, which allows for the free-
roaming of previously caged or endangered
primates. Guides take guests on walking safaris
through the sanctuary, which is 23 hectares of
glorious indigenous forest, where one will get to
see a variety of primates, some quite comical
and inquisitive and others shy and skittish. With
the wealth of information provided by the guides,
this is a pleasant and interesting safari, which kids
will absolutely love. Another highlight is the 128
metre high Indiana Jones swing bridge that spans
across a gorge.

Birds of Eden - The Crags

A 2 hectare dome of mesh and steel poles

painstakingly erected to cover a section of
indigenous forest with the least amount of



negative impact. Within the dome a virtual
cornucopia of birdlife exists, with over 3000
species of bird, with birds being added on a
constant basis. This is an entirely free-flight bird
sanctuary, and an impressive creatfion.

Elephant Sanctuary - The Crags

[t's quite an astonishing experience to greet an
elephant at such close quarters — walking hand-
in-trunk — while getting to know more about these
giants of Africa. This is a private family run
business, where five orphaned elephants have
been trained to interact with the public, but this
is no circus act. The experience is more about
gentle interaction and the focus is on learning
about the elephant, what individual histories
brought these specific elephants fo the sanctuary
and the frials and tribulations that face their wild
counterparts today - it's sensitively done and the
elephants are lovingly cared for.

Tenikwa Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre - The Crags
An organization dedicated to returning injured
animals to the wild, this centre is open to the
public and offers daily programmes such as the
Wild Cat Experience, where visitors have the
opportunity to learn about African Wild Cats,
Black Footed Cats, Serval, Caracal, Cheetah and
Leopard, as well as a Cheetah Walk. There is also
a Meerkat community and rescued birds such as
Marabou Storks and Blue Cranes.

Local-wise: Leave the N2 for the R102, travelling
through Nature's Valley towards Storm’s River.
You will pass slivers of river, giant old
Yellowwoods, and the mouth of the Groof River, a
beautiful estuary.

TSITSIKAMMA & NATURE'S
VALLEY

Forested hillsides and knife edge gorges,
waterfalls and rivers, all head down to meet the
ocean... to a rugged coastline with rocky
outcrops interspersed with patches of sand. This
area is the Indian Ocean coastline at its best...

Bloukrans River Bridge

The highest bungy jump in the world at 216m!
Even if you don't want to bungee jump off of it,
just a little stroll along the bridge foot path will
have you clinging to the railings!

Tsitsikamma National Park

Accessed directly off of the N2 via two entrances
— Storms River Mouth and De Vasselot (Nature's
Valley) - it is the best place to experience the
coastal splendour of this area but do note that
one cannot travel between these two points from
within the National Park. Storm's River Mouth has
a swing bridge at the river mouth and offers easy
day walks in and around the main camp.

Adventure

The Tsitsikamma is also known as one of the
hotspots along the Garden Route for fun activities
- try black water tubing, or mountain biking on
the many routes available, hiking, canopy tours,
tfractor-trailer rides to discover the forest — and
even a zipline for thrill seekers.

The Big Tree

Just 3 km past the Storms River Bridge, travelling
south from Port Elizabeth, you will find the ‘Big
Tree’ sign posted. This enormous 800 year-old
Yellowwood Tree stands 36.6 metres high and has
a circumference of almost 9 metres. The short 10
min walk to the tree is on raised wooden
walkways, through a picturesque route into the
forest.
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